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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, make us instruments 

of Your love. Lord, use our Senators 
today as ambassadors of reconciliation. 
Direct them in their work, surrounding 
them with Your gracious love. Let all 
their plans and purposes be in accord-
ance with Your holy will. May they de-
sire to serve You and country with 
faithfulness. 

Lord, enlighten them with Your wis-
dom so they will find solutions to the 
problems that challenge our Nation 
and world. Make them good stewards of 
their calling, guiding them to use their 
influence for Your glory. 

We pray in Your gracious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUILD BACK BETTER PLAN 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
last week, President Biden unveiled a 
framework for his Build Back Better 
plan that will make historic invest-
ments to help millions of working- and 
middle-class families achieve the 
American dream in the 21st century 
while taking new and bold steps to 
tackle the climate crisis. 

Over the weekend, I continued dili-
gent, assiduous negotiations with my 
Senate colleagues, the Speaker, and 
the White House as Congress prepares 
to take action on the President’s pro-
posals. We are still talking and work-
ing through important details and 
making good progress, and I want to 
thank all my colleagues for their dili-
gence, their expertise, and their com-
mitment to getting something done. 

As I have always said, nobody is 
going to get everything they want in 
the deal, but we will have some things 
that everyone wants. Even as legisla-
tive text continues to get finalized, the 
framework itself already contains very, 
very good and important things that 
will make a tremendous difference in 
the lives of the American people. It 
will help the middle class stay in the 
middle class. It will help those strug-
gling to get to the middle class get 
there a little more easily. It will really 
help Americans in ways that Wash-
ington has not helped Americans in 
quite a few years. 

One way it will help is childcare. 
Tens of millions of American families 
struggle with the unaffordable cost of 
taking care of their children. For some 
families, childcare can cost over $10,000 
a year, forcing parents to make the 
painful choice between going to work 
and looking after their kids. The con-
sequences for our economy, with its 

shortage of workers, for parents, and 
for our kids are severe and long-last-
ing. 

The framework, with its historic in-
vestments in childcare and universal 
pre-K, would finally—finally—provide 
working- and middle-class families 
with the urgently needed help they 
need so parents, particularly women, 
can enter the workplace, earn a living, 
and not worry about whether their kids 
are being well taken care of. 

The President’s framework also 
makes long-overdue progress in the 
fight against climate change. It con-
tains the largest investment to address 
the climate crisis in American history. 

American families from one coast to 
the other are in desperate need of relief 
from the consequences of climate 
change. Wildfires in the West make it 
harder for people to breathe, especially 
those with conditions like asthma. 
Flooding in the Midwest destroys crops 
and homes and local economies and 
poisons fragile ecosystems and even 
the safety of drinking water. Extreme 
storms in the winter make it harder for 
those without proper heating to stay 
safe, as we saw tragically in Texas. Of 
course, the hurricanes and tropical 
storms on the east coast have caused 
regular flooding, the likes of which we 
haven’t seen in a long time occurring 
as recently in the Mid-Atlantic as this 
weekend. 

We have an opportunity—a real op-
portunity—to take unprecedented ac-
tion to protect Americans against 
these threats. While there will be so 
much more to do, this is a bold step in 
the right direction. As the President 
spoke before the world today in Glas-
gow, his framework is proof the United 
States is ready to once again lead by 
example against the greatest existen-
tial crisis of our time. 

There is so much more to like in this 
framework. As I have said repeatedly, 
when this bill is passed, it will be fully 
paid for and reduce—reduce—infla-
tionary pressures—something that has 
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